Three Private 


MEDITATIONS, 
Which being, for the moſt 


Parr, of Publick Concernment, 
are therefore Pabliſhed, by their Author, 


Gro. WITHER, 


The Firft, is, a Private Thankggruing, Col 
fiſting of three Hymns, wheredy GOD 18 mag- 
vified for his Mercy vouchſafed in the late I»- 

agement between the Engliſh and the Darch,in 
Ge 1665, Compoſed after Celetxating the 
Publick Thankggiving commanded by the King, 


The Second,is a Sacrifice of Praiſe &Prayer, 
by him offered to Almighty GOD, for his ; or 
vidential reſpet, to Him, his #:fe and Chil- 
dren, during his Impriſonment inthe diſgra 
ful Goal of Newgate, when left deſtitute of all 
ordinary means of ſubliſtance, by being depti- 
ved both of his Eſtate and Liberty. 


The Third, Inticuled NIL ULTRA, 
i$ a Soli/oquium, Wherein this Author expreſſes 
the imptobability of an effetual proceeding 
further,to prevent the Sins and Plagues increa- 
fing, by ought which he can offer to conſide- 
ration, 


—_—_ 


Re-printed inthe Year, 1666, 
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A_ Private 


THANK-OBLATTON, 
Conſiſting of Three Hymiys, 


Whereby Almighty GOD. is \magnified 

for his Mercy vouchſafed it the late I - 
gagement between the 'E: noliſh and the 
Dutch, in Tune 1665. ater Celebration 

of the Pal command- 

ed by the Krug. 


The firſt Hymn, #4. her a9 7 58 of me bear to 
the Duty intended, 7 


Ox, what to. GOD's Praiſe TLEY 1 
[ will ſing in holy Songs ; 
Who (hall from his Hear aly Quing, 
With:ſuch ſtrains py. heatt inſpire, 
That-(yhough diſtanc) I and ttey 
Thexein joyn rogerther may : 
For, his influenced Grace 
Is not bart d by geo or Place, 


Let bis Rays of Lick ' DALES PC! SV6T 4 
In me, and upan..ne ſhine-3---y: -- 
Let his Holy Spiric ſhake (|; _ 
Droufie fleſh, till Ro ake ; 


- 


4 A Private Thank-Oblation, 
Touch my lips, unlooſe my Tongue 
That bis Proces may be ſung ; tha 

For, till rouz'd up, from on high, 

Dark, and dull, and dumb am 1, 


Hyamane words, cannot impart 
What GOD ſpeaketh to ty heart; 
- Nor my faultring tovgue declare * 
All his Operations here ; 
- Yer, I am compell'd ſometimes, 
Tn plain. Verſe, and broken Rimes, 
Thus, to ſtammer out ſuch things, 
As to me the Spirit brings. 


4. 
To extol what God hath done, 
-. Here, I mufng am alone ; 
And, do praife him in my heart 
For what none can claim a part : 
- But, what to his pra:ſe belongs 
I'lg now fing in voce! ſongs; 
And, will ſo his praiſe declare, 
That, no man (hall therein ſhare, " 
w | 


The ſecond Hymn, being an imperfett Navntive and 
Confeſſion to Gods glory, of what be hath dons for «3 
in the late Ingagement; bow little we have meri- 
ted the mercies wr © ary and bow mercifal 
GOD bath been to bath Nations, | 


SRD ina perch Meeting, rs day 
ave joyn'd, a Sacri t to 
And, being warmed at mv be fire, ih 
(By what exterval notions could inſpire) 


— 


a”, © we 
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To perfe& that, which is.begun, - 
To) ought in duty tobe.done) 
I, now withdraw into my heart, 
Toſptak to thee,who,therein ar ; 
And learn, how, I mayto thy praiſe, 
So ſanQifte my words and wajes, 
That henceforth, they may mote conduce unto 
Thy glory, then they hetctofore could do, |: 
Oh! let ty Medieations be | 
Made acceptable'unto thee, 

2 


”» 
. 


For Vitory confer'd,we prais'd thy Name; 
We hear, our fors have likewiſe donethe ſame- 
And doutleſs, whoſoever loft or wor, 

To thee, are praiſes due for what is donez 
Yea no lefs praiſe for what is loft, - * 
Then-that, for which we triumph moſt; 
The one our pride may. elevate, 

The other, hamble ns for that 
Which was miſ-acted; or miſ-ſpoke ; 
For, thou, who heed of both 

So graciouſly, oh Lord, haſt ſhar'd berwixt 

Both Naim: ſweet with bitter intermixt, ' 
That, no man, this dey duly keeps, 

Save he, who therein figs and weeps, 


For all Tranſaftions, which egbtan in groſs 

Our publick; or our provate pain or loſs, (bring, 
(And which unto our knowledge ,) fawe '8dth 
Well-weigh'd) gives cauſe, to leſs to weep then 


The good faccefſer we have bd, {bng. 

Abate ſome fears, to make w__ , oo - 

The boper; which thoſe events do give Y 
3 ' 


Sats TI hoax! ns) lation, 
So high our expetbations rear, | 
As if we were above all fear; ' 1:7 
Bur, when we hear the many "Lamentations 
For loſs of Limbs, Lives, and belov'd Relations, 
To ſadwſs: all our Fo it turngyt 11! | 1 
And. he who,much rejoyced, mourns, - 


OINY 2525 23725 4 ? 
A final Conqueſt is not yet obtain'd ; 
That, rarely with one Yi&ory is gain'd : 
For, they who loſe at firſt, at laſt may-win, 
By mending fas/ts, with which they did begin, 
And they who did at fiſt prevail, 
Kind, oftentimes, their hopes to fail : 
Becauſe to tr«/Heſs things they truſ,, 
Or &lfe, employ tofeed their Luſty» , - 
That which thy Majeſty intends 
Showld ftrevgthen them to better ends. 
When, therefore moſt. V;tor:ows we appear, 
Let us rejoyce, but with a trembling fear; 
Left, when the rowling wheel ſhalt tun, 
We whorejoyce, find cauſe to mourn; 


Thou artbutftittle pleas'd (if ought at all) 
To fee us trrumph; wheri our foes-dofall ; 
Eſpecially, yhen they(though ours they be) 
Are thy knows enemies, no more then we. 
To'be our GOQD,we thee profels., 
. They (tqqur:knowledge)do no leſs, 
; We tay, aur truftis in thy Name; 
'They-may as truly, ſay the ſame. 
- Their fins are mavy ; we are ſure +> - 
(Or may.tizthat -ours are not fewer. -:- / 
We have pot yet, our bopes atfull-enjoyd 3 | 
tot are their expeF8rzone quite deſtroy d;; 
c 


- 


A Private 'T haxk-Oblatiod, ,” 
o praiſe thee therefore, We and they, 
re equally: oblig'd/this day; G5 
6,2 1 £7 \ 
, WV Ve ſay the Dutch t9 us ingrateful bez--, + 
Oar Confcience tells us we are {o to thee; 
icy with our Nato» croelly have dealt ; 
Our inhumanity thy Sams have felr. 
Their Avarice makes them oppreſs ; 
Itt busbandry and idlentfs, W2:; 
Have made our wayes as grievous prove, 
To thoſe who ſeek for peace in love© * 
And vve, and they, purſue rhe cowrſs; 
Moſt likety-to make bad:things worſe. 
Then, Lord, which of us juſtly can expe& ' ©? 
hat our Conteſts ſhould hrye a good effeAt? 
Or, that the one (hould-have a place 
Above the-other in thy Grace ? | 


PT” 


7. 
Had it (ſo pleaſed thee, thou-at firſt ſhock; * 3 

Both Earthen Puchers might have juſtly 'broke;* / 
But they (as if they bad beew-made of leather} 
re only bruis'd, by being knock'd together :. ' 

V Vhich, wn meer love to us and them ** © 
Thou didſt vouchſafe to give us time, 

VVith more adviſement co nuke heed, - - 

V Vhat, by Comtentzon, Will:ſuccetd 3 

Leſt both before their Quarrels end, 

Be broke like pots, which none can mend: 
ord, vere there but that Mercy, and'no more, 
n that which ve pretend to praiſe thee: for, 

It merits from this and that Nation, 

Ano eyetlaſting Thank-Oblation, 


For 


rivets Thenk-Ob 
: <8, y2 
For, in this Mercy, unto both extended, 
Are very many Mercies camprehended, 
So complicated, one within another, 
And, tocby Fa#dgment: linked ſotogerher, 
That, if-ve could be brought to learn, 
How, they both Nations do concern ; 
To what engh Pacgwes doth direR, 
What every Mercy might effeR ; | 
What we ſhould ſeek, what we ſhoutd ſhun, 
And,what ought timely to be done ; 
The wiſeſt men amang us could nor tell 
Whether thoſe things which us have pleaſed wel, 
Or, that which grieves us moſt, ſhall beſt 
Thy Loving-kindneſs manifeſt, 


9. | 
The Trophies, which moſt men delight to raiſe, 
. As teſtimonies of a thankful! Praiſe, 
For what thou datgn'(t, are but a- wedly murth, 
Of wholſom fimples mixe with courſeſt-earth ; 
Qr, with/ſuch noifom-weed: as groiv 
= dunghils here below, 
That = noſtrils and thine eyes, 
Offenſive fumings' vaparize, 
Which do provoke thine Anger more, 
Than many Errors beretofore : 
And that which for thine Hononry-ſome pretend, 
Is for their own praiſe, or @ baſer end; 
Either 10 ſarisfie their Laff, 
' Or; praiſe falſe gods, in which they truſt, 


IO, 
My GOD, ſoak not ſevegely this, 
Or on ought elſe that hath been done amiſs M 
$1 Or 


- 
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For no Oblation can from us proceed, 
VVhich will deſerve a favourable. heed. 

Some of our Offering:, now and then, 

May beneficial be to men, __ 

Or, to thy Saints on- earth extend,” 1 

If we confer them to that end 

For which they ſeem. tobe beſtown, 

(And in their welfare, ſeek our o#n:) 
But, to advantage thee,,the preciouſt thing, 
Which, we to pleaſe, 01-10 appeaſe can bring, 
: Adds nothing : though thou pleaſed art, 
With. vhat comes from a faithful heart, 


| II, 
«lj Be mindful ill, that we are fleſþ and bloed, 
Whence nothing can'expeRted be that's good; 
Till by his Croſs it (hall be mortifi'd, 
Who, ro redeem it from corruption, dy'd. 
Remember whereof we are made ; - - - 
That ey'n the bei of us are bad; + 
x Our ſeeming ſanQified joyes, 
Uncomly actions and rude noiſe, 
Which make thy be@ beloved ſorry, 
Inſtead of adding 40 thy glory: Fn] ' 
Oh ! let hereof, a free unfain'd confeſſion, 
(A burm Oblar0» made by true contrivion, * 
And, hallow'd by Chrifts blood) putge hence, 
d, -  Allthat which gives to'thee offence. 


Iz, ; - 


The more thou ſhalt inlarge our wealth and power ; 
Our ſelves, let us lay "down ſo much the lower 
And, rather ufe them to unite together 
In love,then in deſtroying one another» 
He,in the beſt mode gives thee praiſe; 
Who ordereth mn wejery., 1! 


Who 


yoate Faank Ov ator, 


" Who, julilits thee in i why wry, 

By theretnto conforming fill; 

And biivgs to thee x contrith heart, 

Aſcribing t thererono deft: art, a 
This is, molt'gtacious GOD, faorifes Ah 
Which thou did never (evey "lr Gel _ . 

And, ſuch # ſacrifice, Fpray 
. Make har which F preſet bis diy” 


Unfaignethriiks my beter returtis ro thee 
For that; which thon haſt Uotie,what e'+e it be, 
Againſt, 6t for #r': hearty thiisks we owe” - 
Both for what thou- Withholdſ, and doft beſtow. 
Proſperity i is to tru6 Ben” ir 
Who is a Favourite © Fthitie'; 
Nor any one doſt thou reject; 
Whom frequently thou doſt- corre; 
Unleſs he be more: wilfie/ far ] 
Then frail as very Mmfiy (are ; 0: 0ys 
And whether thou doſt give us Womnids, Of heat, 
. It will at laſt condiice unt&Giiyweal, '- 
If we, (bt as we rttayYpetſeret 
Ir contridyting out cnideSver; 
M4. 
Twoof thy's oreateſt Plaghes 'ON Us NOW lie; 
The third. is threatned, and ſeems very flight 
Thy other Fandgments \ alſo ſcarred are (mere, 
So thick, through theſe three Kingdoms ev Iy- 
«That; by them, very few or none, 
: Hive'(caped,being ſeiz'd upon ; 
Or, being pincht, in what relates 
Unto theit Perſons or Efdates : 
Yer, f# doth moſt mey' ſo beſot, 
 Agifthy froms theyſedied not ; 


ETD” T 


And, are more zealous others to deſtroy, 


Then, of the-means theirowp-peace:to enjoy. -  : 


A.madneſs, which worſe plagues ptocures, 
Than Pettleniial Calontares, 

i. 4 1213 Hf. THY . 
Ariſe,,O GOD, advance thy Throne en high ;- 
Thy ſelf, let thine own a4ngs glovifies .": + 
Thy Juſtice and thy Iferey to uninesÞ: . 1 
That they may honour thee in all mens (ight. 

Rebuke thoſe Who delight in Har, ! /, ''f 1 
And to thy Saints injurious ates.” {i} 7 
Give Peace to thoſe, who: Feace affect,» 
And them from all their foes prote, 
That R:ghteonſrief and Prace mayhither | 
Retuin, and here fill zeign-together-:: . : | 
Thy foes are now become exceed eng: 
Thy comirg therefore, Lord, defer-nor long. , 
Bur, / have done ;, for thou with pow'r 
Art coming, and wilt keep thine hour. 


A Privdt' Thank:Obatien. i. "SF 


- 
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D-ar GOD, this petty {acrifice of mane, - --/ | 
Was took out of a Treaſury of thine, 
And,of ming own, nought: can thegeto/add, 
ExGept my heart, Which fram-thee-400, 1 had: 
Kept to thy(ſe/fs:now fer that be, 

And never left again 20 me; 

Oc wander rhither, where it may 

Unto the world be tnade a prey'; ; 

Or, by the cemptings of-the Devil, 

Be drawn unto thedove;of evil ; 

Then th# (and chat, which Ibave heretofore, 
To praiſe thee offer'd) thee ſhal praiſe muck more, 
Than many things,dong,beard, and told, . 

- In Temples deckt _ Silk and Gold, 
2 


The 


3 A Private Thank. Oblation. - 


The third Hymn, proceeds to 4 thankful [Unflration 
of JOD'sdeſervcd Praiſe, by acknowledging bis 
Almightineſs ; hu obſerving what bath been 

nly and ſecretly done in every part of the World, 
by bath the ſaid Nations, and that no priſe i 
_ j#ſily due to. either of rw, but ſhame rather, for- 
ought performed in the ſaid lngagement, 
OR Almighty LORD of Hoaſts, 
M High Procelter of our Cans 
Who command'ft, as thou doſt pleaſe, 
Fire and Water, Earth and Seas ; 
Who lookRt down from Heav'n, upan 
All that here on Earth is done, 
And ſurvey her darkeſt parts, 
Ev'a the Crannies of mens hearts. 
2. 
Thou beheldRt the Preparations 
Of theſe wilful Neighbouring Nations; 
Thou haſt heard what they have ſpoken, 
Heedeſt what ſuch words betoken ; 
Thou haſt ſearch'd our their Deſigns, 
With what thereto them inclines, 
And knowſt whether of the two 
Is the work, if one be ſo. 


3. 

Thou obſerveſt what was done, 
Not in «Africa alone, 

Or both Indies ; but what was 
Done likewiſe in ev'ry place : 
Why the Engliſh and the Dutch 
Are divided now ſo much ; 


A Private Thank:Oblation,” - 
What is falſe, with what is true ; 
And to which moſt blaiie is due. 


4+ Py 

Thou remembreſt what Relations + - © -*- 
Have been long betweentheſe Nations, 
What Profeſſions to each other 
They did atake when knit together; 
Yea, what they profeſt to thee, 
Which now ſeems forgot to be, 

As if they were not ſuch men, 

Or ſuch Chriſtraxs nov, as they, 


5. 

To prevent what is begun, 

Much, by thee, was timely done ; 

Bur, their Avarice and Pride 

Them did more and more divide. 

To ſelf-will they did adhere, 

Like men without we 'or fear ; 
So thou leftt them both to do 
What they. were enclin'd unto, 

6, 

Then with Streamers and With Flags, 

, Fooliſh vaunts and ſhameleſs (rags, 

+ They weigh'd Anchors frot the ſhoar, 
Which by ſome was ſeen no more ; 
And, with an unchriftin 2 rage, 
'Gainſt each other did engage ; 

Fire andWater,in that hour, 
Striving which ſhould moſt devour. 


7 
Dread of Death, that men #m22e8 ; 
Noiſe, and ſmoke, and ſudden blazes 
This man blinds, and deafneth ſo, 
That he knows not Friend from Foe, 
B 3 


A Preontt\Thank,Oblation. 
_ are ſlain by theic own Tools; 
Wiſe-men ſpeed as ill as Fools 
Here a Valrant Souldiey dies, 
There a Coward ſpromiing liess 


Lond the thundring Guns. did roar, ... 
Sails, and Maſts, and Keels were tore 
Ships ryere either ſplit, or fir'd ; 
Men by thouſinds there expir'd ; 
This man finks, and. that man ſvims:; 
Some eſcap'd with loſs of limbs. 

But to whether beſt befel, 

Thou alone, O Lord, canſt tell. 


9. 

Horrid ſights, and ſounds without, 
Them aflaulted round about, 
Which, in ſome, did thoughts begin, 
That rais'd greater Frights within ; 
And, though wounds did grieve them ſore, 
T hat tormented them much more ; 

For their pains none can declare, 

Who in ſpirit wounded, are. 


10; 

This we knoiv that thou art juſt: 

As is ev'ry thing thou doſt-: 

Thou art kind, and lov'it ſowell, 

That by woundzngs thou doſt beal, , 

Thou art wiſe, and aReſt ſo, 

That we thereby w:/e might grow ; 
And by what was lately done, 
Might new. Mercies be begun. 

. II, 
Not to #s, LORD, for the ſame, 
Be the praiſe, but to thy Name : 


= 


vA Private Thank-Ollutihn. 
Unto us, for what was done, 
Nought belongs, bur ſhatscAlone. 

We mere ſa much tertity d, «1 
That, we-kneyy not what we did, ; 
Nr yet ſeetti' to underſtarid,, 
What work, thou haſt now in hand;-* 

I2, 
This Correthox was in love, Wt 
Which, if both Chould ſo improve”: 
As (if theyhad grace) they may 
By uue pemeence this day, . 

Our ' endeavour'to be Friends, 0p 
To thine honour ſo much'rends, | $'% 
That, it would for bothitheſe Nations, 4 
Prove the belt 6f their Oblations,/ © + 

- IJ, RAT 
Viftories do not belong ©. ww! \ v 
To an Arm of Fleſb,xhoughiftrong. 
Tis nor Policy nor Forge,» \ | OTE 
Ships, nor Troops of Men and Horſe x! »4: + 
No, nor formal thanks and prayers xt. - 1 + * 
Thar Prevents Death, or Deſparrs ; _—— TS 
But irs thy powerful Aras, IONS, 
That ſecures from, fear arid harms, 52» 
74 Re \ AN I. DOR 
Therefare prasſe, forali well done,” *+ 
I aſcribe to thee alone |; v3) 
All that mem have brooght to paſs, 
Merits nothing but Diſgrare;, 
And the beſt chat we can do: 
Will but Kumeadd theretd; 
-If we keep out crooked wayes, 
Or ſhall grudge at thy-due praiſe. - 


A Private Thonk;Oblatier, 


A RESOLVE,. 
Occaſioned by ſomewhat ſpoken concern- 
ing this Thank: Oblation, and this Aus 
thors other Writings. | 


&/ x6 


T may be, many will theſe fiymns contemn, 
Becauſe, they do not reliſh well to them, 
T bey likewiſe may Inferiour Gods offend, 
Becauſe in this Oblation, I intend 
No praiſe tothem, but that, praiſe ſhould be grven 
To magnifie alone, yy GOD un heaven. - 
The firſt of theſe, 1 leave ta therr own node; 
In offring #p Qblations w»t9 GOD : 
For, if well-pledfing.unto him they be, 
T hey cannot be diſtaſteful unto mt ; 


And whatſorverthey of me (hall ſay, 
I may be thereby profited ſome way. | 
Al for the latter, there 1s little need C 
That I to their deſerving ſhould takes beed ; W 
For Prophets, Prieſts and Pocts:of their own * 
| | gb they have, to make their merits known, ſa 
+ - Theſe, to extoll their Patrons, can, avd wo) - ny 
2" Write more, and peak mucbh-more, then 1 dear ſay, ve 
Who, (what ſot'er advantage thence wayfiow) Pr 
Canpraiſe no man, for what [ do wat kyeow. th: 
Theſe do, as thejr \nſpirers them incline, wh 
And I de, as I am inſpir d by mine. Wa 
| HMoreovergtt becomes not bm, wha fings Scr 
+ A Song of praiſe #aco the King of Kingy, F and 
The Attributes rom toimermingle | ſpe 
With bis (as to.th oaks be werkpth fingle) mot 
That er 


A Private Thavk; Oblation; 17 
That were to follow their abſurd example, i * 
Who worſhip GOD axd Baal within one Temple 3 | 
Or Chromcly the Deeds by HERO'S dane, © 

With Tales of Robin Hogd, and Little Jobn': 

For theſereſpeits, I know men Sober-witted: \ 

Will me excuſe for what may ſrem omitted ; 

» And, as for thoſe men, who ſo prudent aye not, 
Whether they me excuſe, or no, 1 care not. 


To my Dearly Beloved Children, 


Boutrtwenty years now paſt, though T had 
then temporal poſſeſſions, which I might pro- 
. bably have given & h2queathed, I compoſed and 
intended for your Legacy, A Soliloquir and: Prayery 
which I had ſpread-1n Writing b:foure GOD: on 
your behalves ; and Lbzlieve it ſhall coninne 1 
ever in; his view : But, thece b:ing bug one. 
thereof, both you. and! Lywere deprivec 6: 2; ! 
Compoſwre Mh2n the Book, for which 1 here fotter;] 
was taken out of my Cloſer, Thereforey iO 
now lik21y to bz ſo leparated from you, how niuan 
loever nt may concern owtxemporal or ſpirirual 
well-beings, that Fmay thenceforth perhaps ne- 
ver ſee you more, I ſend yoll this Sacrifice. of 
Praiſe and Prayer, next following,tob2 inltead of 
that which js loſt ; for it contains in eff: ſome. 
what, (as to the Pericionary part) cf that waich 
was ſpread before GOD /as aforeſaid) in a larger 
Scrole. Take it into your ſerious conſiderations, 
and lay it up among your Evidences ; For it-wilh* 
ſpeak 'to your afvantage, when I can ſpeaktns' 
more for you ; when other men who can ſpezk 
for you, will not; when many perhaps will ſpeak 
; C again(t 


33 To my dearly beloved Children, 
224inft you, and when you ſhall not be able to 
ipeak for your: ſelves, 

GOD fanRifie unts you this brief Memorar- 
dom, and you'to his glory, that we'may all meet 
together an: bim to our everlaſting joy. Be obedi- 
ent to your Mother, the enjoyment of whoſe 
Company, will-more then recompence the lofs of 
mine ; For GOD hath endowed her with ſo'much 
maternal prudence and love, that by her counſel 
(if you deſpiſe\it not) your Profterity may: be con- 
tinued onthe Earth until Chriſt comes to gather 
fogether his E/ef, Remember the counſel of yout 
earthly Father, that the prothiſe made by your 

heavenly Father to the Rechalites,may be inlarged 
2 you:and your Poſterities ; For, your and their 
2. ,p<rfonal 'obedience to GODs Covenant made 

= yWith all Mankind in (Chriſt Feſus,will be required 


7 placcording wthat aſſiſting Grace which he vouch- 
»f{afeth) roward the accompliſhing of what 1 have 
» payed for concerning you. The blefbog of 

- GOD be wich you and Farwell. | 


Your Aﬀettionate Father, 
Newgate Feb.1 o, 


1662. 
Geo; WITHER, 


A 
Sacrifice of Praiſe & Prayer 


Offered unto Almighty GOD, by George 
IVither, tor his gracious Provence, in 
providing for Hi, his Wife and Chil- 
dren, during his Impriſonment in the 
diſgraceful Goal at Newgate, and- when 
left deſtitute of all ordinary means" of 
ſubſiſtance, by being deprived both of 
his Eflate and Liberty, 


| Ben. though my Prayers and my Praiſes be? 
Unjvotthy to be offer'd up to thee, ' 
Thus ( as I am obliged) 1 eflay 
To add unto thine Hoxony what I may, 
By publiſhing both with my Tongue and Pen, 
Thy Lowng-kndneſs tothe ſons of men ; 
Eſpecially, in thote particulars 
Whereby thy kindneſs unto me appears. 

Prais'd be thy blefſed Name; for thou art ſpeedy 
In ſhewving thy compatſion to the Needy ; 
And leav'li not any Swffrer in deſpair, 
Who timely ſeeks thy help by faithful prayer, 
Ia patient waiting during his probation 
For thy appointed hour of Salvation. 
Of this, thy never failing Clemency, 
Fey men have had more evidence then I. 
Or in atl Rraights, vouchſaf'd more ſeaſnably 
A needfull, and a competent ſupply; F 

C 3 Yet, 


20 A Sacrifue of Praiſe & Prayer. 

Yea, though my ſ«fr:ngs bave been great and 

And I in fleſh as ſephtible as any (many, 

, Of ev'ry grievance, thou haſt by their length 

Improved ſo my patience and my Rrength; 

That,oft ſuch grievances, Were not alone * 

As tolerable as if they- were none : 

But ſuch as alſo have my joy encreaft, 

When 1-to other men ſeem'd moſt oppreſt. 
For, though I have compleated now well near, 

In weal and wo, the three and fiftieth year, 

And {ix Confinements, fince I fiſt begun 

That #ork,, which I thought needful to be done; 

Thoy haſt  preſerv'd me ſo, and me ſo arm'd 

Againſt all Changes, 'that none me hath harm'd, 
Which unto me a kyowledge doth derive 

Of what thou art, that's mote than ſpec'lative ; 
That what experimentally I ſpeak, 

In other-men may more impreſſion make, 

Than when I Notions only ſhall declare, 

That were infus'd into me through the ear, 

And 'tis not thy leaſt Mercy, that of late 

Thou doſt their ſeeming Chanty abate, (me 

Who thought they might thereby have tempred 

To wrong my conicience,/and be falſe to thee, 
By ſmoothing or adulterating that, 

Which to Traths vindication may relate : 

_ For, when with needful food men bait their hook, 
The heedleſs hungry Fiſhes are ſoon took ; 

And, whether we confide in thee or no, 

Whi!ſt we have Oyl and Meal, *cis hard to know, 

Nor I, nor-mine ( though rob'd of all): ought 

What's needful for the belly or the back. (lack 

Thou haſt my #ife and Chil iren cloath'd & fed, 

When I could neither give them Cloth nor Breads 
TY | And 


= .& # a is Mo a as 
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of Sacrifice of Praiſe ex Prayer. 2x 
And from the Earth, ( when in ſeed, branch and 
I ſeerged likely to be: rooted out ; (root, 
My Witbred Spromes were then by theereplanced, 
Where they enjoy the nouniſhment they wanred: 
So timely, and in ſuch a manner too, (dp; 
VVas that vouchſaf'd which thou wert pleaſ*d ro 
That for it my Well-wiſhers praiſ'd thy Name ; 
And vext:thereat my envows fors hecame; 
Eſpecially in that place, where theirwvorft 
And laſt deſpights were manifeſted firſt -; 
For there; and in their ſight, by whom-undone 
I ſeem'd ro-b2, that mercy- was begun. 
The Families from whom I was defign'd 
To take my being, thou haſt nory twice joyn'd, 
And their two Surnames, being joyn'd together, 
Denominate myGrandſov, HENT L'VVITHER, 
VVho is in poſſibility to bave 
Earth of his own wherein to make his Grave ; 
And find a Livelihood whilſt here be lives, 
If he thy Baunty thapkfully receives ; 
(And no whit further (hall be truſted in, 
Than that ſhould be, which hath ſupplied bin 
Inſtead of what I loſt) For, Lord, in thee, 
(And not in what thou giv'lt) our truſt ſhould be, 
My only Daughter when left portionleſs, 
And iithcut any likely hopefulneſs 
Of more than thou didſt on her Birthday give her; 
Yea, when I was Ciſabled to relieve her, 
Thou didft, ev'n in that great neceſſity, 
Eſpouſe into a Loving Family, 
Enobled by a Pedigree 'or Stems, 
VVhich hath-no blemiſh to diſparage them ; 
Or ſuch wants, #s may make the reputation 
Of Births and Ties loſe their eftimation, 
C 3 Oh! 


223 aA Sarrifice of Pratſe and Prayer, 

Oh ! let thy ſo uniting them together, 

Make them a mutual bleſſing to each other ; 

 And,by confidring with due thankfulneſs, 

What thou haſt done for me in my diſtreſs, 

Make both my Children and their whole deſcent 

Wirh thy good pleaſure, at all times content ; 

That they. to ochers, good example giving, 

By their well-doing, joyn'd with r1ght believing, 

(And likewiſe heeding how thou dott proceed 

Witch ſuch as in thy Fatherbood confide) 

They never may deſpair, though quite bereft 

Of what their earthly Father might have left : 

And, from my perſonal experiments, 

Ler them,thereof to minde them, take ſome hints. 
For waen I by the world ſeem'd quite forſaken, 

And ſhe,vith Lazds and Goods, from me had taken 

My. Liberty ; that, what then grieved me 

Might more umbirtred, and redoubled be, 

By what ny Children ſuffred ; when, they had 

No means of comfort,and,thereby grevv ſad : 

Thou didſt for that a Remedy provide, 

By making them a Br:degroome, and a Bride 

(Whilſt I impriſon'd was within that place, 

Which added to my Poverty, diſgrace) 

To my 200d liking,and their own content, 

Without ſelf-ſeeking or diſparagement, 

This providential mercy, did appear 

The more, in that, they likewiſe martied weie, 

(As I awhile before, preſag'd they ſhould ) 

Without ſuch portzoxs,as I lately could 

Have given them, when thou didſt me diſable 

Not ivithour cauſe. And, tis confiderable 

That, they kept both their Weddings inthe fight 

Of thoſe, who them purſu'd with moR deſpight' 

v'a 
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Ev'n in my plandred hoſe, and at that time, 

In whict/my wife had nor to Welcom them 

A diſh or 5þoon, but what a nerghbour lent ; 

Or meat, butwhat by thee 'was thitherſent,” 

Yea, thou haft, when the world derfi'd'us bread, 

Me and my Conſort competently fed, ek; 

(E'erfince, the world depriv*&us of our own) 

By them, whoſe faces ate tous unknown ; 

To evidence, that all thy Sims ate friends, 

To him; who on thy providence depends, * 

And to the utmoſt of his power perſevers' © 

In juſt and conſcientious endeavers :\ | 

Yea,though cofruption ſo in him'prevaileth, 

That of his duty many wayes be faileth.” '* 

He, hoping thoſe'Bxperiments toiſome ©" 

May comfortable in like ffrairs become: 

Thus,fdx:their ſakes, in-words expreſt they be *© 

For, without words, "all things are Kn&Vt to thee, 
AHN this-confider'd, Tobligedam”* 77 

To take unto my ſelf deſerved ſhame; > - 

When therewith Ivwill heed; how oft, by fin, 

To thy commands I have rebellious bin ; - 

As allo, chat exceeding graciouſneſs,' '** 

Which thou to me vouchſateſt ne'erthelels : 

And it degets in me a greater feer, © _ * 

Then when thy Chaſtsſments upon'me ate ;." 

For, in correQing me, thou art moretnild 

Then is a loving Father to his Child, © - 

When he not only chiderby} but intreets, 

Kind language mixing alfo- with his threats ; 

Whips' him, then kifſerh ; and ſometimes ro ſee - 

Him weep, doth ſhed as many tears as he 
LORD, for thoſe mercies graciouſly afforded, 

(Well meriring, by me to be 5 otded) 


— - 
4 * . {L 
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Accept; 


24 A Saerifice of Praiſe and Prayer. 
Accept this petty Sacrifice .of praiſe, 
And make ustruly thankful all our dayes; 

| (Not only.ia our verbal Thank: Oblations, 
But alſo, in our ves and converſ@10n5 :) 
For, though we cannos,Golden Gifts prefer, 
Yet we may offer Frankincenſe and Myrrb ; 
And fram him, was hath not a Lamb to give, 
A Dove thou with acceptance wile receive, 
Vouch(afe us, in cach.tempoxary trial 
A conſtant.progreſs with, true. ſeif-dewal ; 
Let not the bene(:s we have received 
Be underpriz'd, becauſe ve wereibereaved 
Of thoſe externa/s, which we have enjpyed, 
For,their enjoyment mighs,have us deſtroyed ; 
Yea, thoſe yhom thau mak ipoor thou lov'lt as 
As thoſe, whom thou,art pleaſed to iwrich ;(much 
And, by.thy Grace we may-advantage make,, 
Of whatſoever thou doft Give or Take, 
Keep me and mine from that Prevanication 
V Vhich-turns thy \proffred:Grace to Keprobation. 
Incline us to defize, and to embrace | 
All meaps of perſeverance in 'thy Grace, 
And, never let the a«king, or.the granting, 
Of any neceſlary gift he wanting. 
Make us to ſhun and hate all things, whereby 
We may offend thy awful Majeſty 3 v 
Nor limiting thy Mere, neither Qandring 
Thy juſt Decrees, as cauſes of our wandring : 
For, no man to b2 wicked is inforc't,  _, 
Or left by thee, untill he leaves thee fuſt ; 

' Which all men will confeſs, when from theireyes 
That ſcurff js tub'd which yet upon them lies, 
Sdkvit us in one 7r«e-love-kpot together, 

By loving thee,and love to one another. 


> 


That 


KY» 


eA Private Thank-Oblation, > F 

That, we in all Temptations faſt may ſtand | 
And Sathay, nor the world diffolve thc barid ; f\ 
For, where Love in'the heart keeps refdrnce * 
Dif rence in Fudgment, gives no mite offence 
Then diff'ring faces, although more delight _* 
We take-in thoſe,' who /ove and jud pt as br,” U 
VVizn we offend, Corte us as aut Farber * "1 
VVith all thy Temporary ſcorrges, rather * 
Then ſuffer ſons, byfins to: be' coneRefy"- | 1")! 
(V Vhich is the greatett Plague Can be.flicted 
And that, we faint notuaderdeath thy Red, ©*: 
With ſtripes, mix mercy till, my ar1elbig GOL, 

| ask nor Honors, Liberty, not Wealth, ' "' £2 
Nor temporary pleaſures; thon0t bialthy it 
Save, ſo-far only,''as thou know it the uſe T 
Of ſuch things,to thine honor may-tonduce " 
V Vith our erernal ſafety, and the Good" 
Of thoſe with whom ive have x Brochirbied,” © 
And; verero I will add but this Regs © 
(VVhict comprehends/all that cati'beWxpreft) 
For me and mime. Oh letit, LORD, be'ptac'y} 
Whereitt may and, as long as Timeſhall laſt, 
Within thy Gight ; and though, nor I,"nor they © | 
For-whorh/I ſue, canmetit ywhat I pray, E 
Vouchſafe it for his ſake, it-whom TIhave 
So much canfided, av bis Boowe to'crave: (fprung, 

Let us Dear GOD, from whom our Children 
And, all tbeir Off ring, whether old or young, 
Who, from our loins bave being, or (ſhall come 
Into this world, until the d4y of Doom, 
By him be ſo preſerved, ar whoſe coſt 
Redeem'd we were, that no "36 may be loſt, 
Ot be deprived of thy prothiſes 


In paſſiog thorow this lifes wilderneſs, 
hag” D , *  Bichet 


26 vol,  Pravate:Thank-Oblation, 

Either by Ad»: faulty 0r.0ve vn gilt : 

Andthen,of other things give-What thou wilt : 

Fox, this. I, value mare, thenf I bad | 

by hy Grant, we ſhould all Kings and Querns be 

Pollelſigg.in this life the largeſt meaſure , (made, 
| re 


SO s, wed({ih;,and pleaure,: - | 
h \ve Paubles, inepect of that 1} N 


GO *» 


. Fort 
- My ſanGtify'd Ambitionaimeth at. -: {'; | 
_ They whoobrain'd, molt of them, vere but ſlaves, 
NO N30 draptovieh 1nfamy go. their Graves';/ / | \ 
».--,-Andott jeig;/miſery t0ahem befalle,” 1 1 4 
| "$9 key bread'/bycobling under Ralls; 'Y 
| - z$int mo world, advanced are no.higher FE. "p 
i © The ne dicey ugg our ofthe mire NG 
 __» Thus I iWhrigh; have lurnad:up.my Requeſt, - *Þ- 1 
' Grant+hig, apd; lat who! pleaſeth, take thie reft, G 
LORD,1: W20ne, ho. \ever heretofare/ / 1 


Did inthi&adet thy Majeftyampiore g - 1 Of > 
And, fropywbat he belieyes/ of! thee iecomes, |} *, 
Thasy {0- ihy: ſeryantnow/prefumer.. ! 7, a 
FergivenigWithisabſolute Perition + + ';c:5 © * 
Extends teyond the bound of my Cormmſſieg - 'f] , 
For, nothing ] intend, whabtere Lcrave, 4} 1 
Save, whatthpl art well-pleafed I (hould hava,; F c 
V'Vhoſe wit:ſaprefes betbte-mine ovir | ,; 
In all-chings tif to,me my heart is known) | þ 
That whatſoever may ſuccegd thereon ' - 1) 1+ ? 
Nojv oz hereafter, Let thy will be deve. -r " 
My ſoul th6u- baſt inclined to believe | A 


His Promiſes, Who ſaid, Ah, and recieve ; 
Help then my #»be/ref : For if the grant 

Of this Pet:tron ſhall that fulneſs want 
VVhich is defir'd ;-no want of 'Love in thee 
Occaſions it, dut, ſame defeRy in me ; 


And, . 


T/ 
7 4 


; . - - 
tains nothing offenfive toah#' 


yt 


17 Shall by thy Love removed be at laſt, | 


"r1Vate Thank-Oblation, 
And that Obſirat;on which chexeon is caſt, _ 


He that in Faith and Love can © this \ Son 
Szy for himſelf, «Amen, ſhall ne'er dilpait 3: 
For, it implies, be is no firanger to 

, What yan may hops for, & whatGod will da, 
| Nwgate Feb,166 1, AY = 


; An Advertiſement, 


Wn that private Poem was taken from me, 
| for which I ag now a Priſoner, many prin- 
ted Books, Writings, and Evidences, beibg my 
Fproper Goods, were therewith anlawtully taken 
away ; among Which. there was a CManuſcrips in 


"EF Verſe, intituled, A Legacy ro my Children, con- 


fiſting (as I remember ) of about three or four 
ſheers, wherein that which is prayed far - iv» the 
preceding Meditation, in relajion to my Poſterity, 
was much enlarged witt-E-xpoſtulationr and Perirt- 
ons thereto pertinent. The Reſtoration thereof, I 
would acknowledge to be a favour, though it 
ought-not in juſtice t6 be deraihed,becauſe'it cons 
| #6 Civil or Spiritual 
Government now eſtabliſhed : And this Ad ver. 
tiſement 18 inſerted, in hope, one of thoſe. to whoſe 
hand it may cone, will be a means of reftorir 

unto me both that Manwſcript,and an Flegy,nhich 


v3 


« 
, 


þ, 


T5 


Was alſo therewith takeh from me, I would like- 


wiſe be thatkful-to the Refiorer, 


eAt my Houſe in the Savoy, 
Fane 1665, was this Ad- 


4 ft 
verniſement d 
D 2 


NIL 


Tea, Wicker. 


miteetermeeee 
NIL ULT 8 4. 


Being a Sobloquie, wherein this Au- 
. thour expreſleth the improbabi- 
_ liry of an effeEual proceeding 

further, in his endeavours:(to 
prevent the Sins and Plagyes in- 
creaſing ) by ought offered to 
corhderation. 


_— 


Pal. 1.3, 


When the Foundations are deftroyed, what can 
the Righteous do.? 


| bor a Nonplu am this day, 
And know not what to think or ſay, 
Ox, what part I am next to play: 
That therefore which I now expreſs, 
Whether the mark I wif or bit, 
os view I will commit, 
And leave to God the giving it, 
In his own time, a good (vccelſs, 


VIL. ULTRA: - 29 


2, 

We neither love his-Laws.nor Him + 
Thoſe men whoſe deeds we did condemn, 
We (by our imitating them) | 

Have juſtifi'd in all theje works. +: - 
They, who have ſeemed, ſelf-demrers 
Io their profeſhng Tr«chs, are Liars, ' 
. Like Lillies look, but ſcratch like Braers; 
Talk Chriſtian-like, but live like Twrky.: 


Some ſay I dote z and = us (0, 
I almoft am perfiaded too, 
When I confider what I do: 
For, little leſs than doteth he, 
Who gives them Bread,who look for Chaſf ; 
Caſt Pearls to Swine,who look for Dreff; 
, And ſtrives to ſave them, who do laugh 
When ſinking Cown to Hell they be... 


\\ k A. A | 


4. 
a Examples we have had of old, 
And daily we fulfill'd behold, 
What hath been oft of late foretod ; 
Yet more and mote beſotted grow. 
4 Nor Chaſt;ſments, nor Mercy (hew'd, 
Though oft withdrawn, and oft reney'd; 
Nor what hath for our fins enſu'd, 
Can make us heed the things we know, 


'Þ 
V'Vhat can by me be ſaid or done, 
To ſtop them who Rill headlong runs 
To meet the miſchiefs coming on, 
And which aleady are inwiew? _ - 
Since men wall neither ſee nor heat, ++ 
VVhat is dpparant ev'ry-where, Vigel) 
D 3 Nor 


32: VID ULTRA. \-+ 
Nor have Grace, Courage, Wit or Fear, 
VVho can prevent whztinay enſue 3 


How can good Sequelx:be'expedted, 
VVhere Trib and Raafor ate neglefted, 
And groſs crimes, not alone ſuſpeQed, 
But a&ed alſo wirti (hatne ? | 
VVhere men, all Prophanations dare, 
In all well-doings comard/u1c ; 
And ſeem to have nor ſence nor care, 
Either of good, 08 evil Pame? 


7. 

VVhen what relates to Ezrth and Heav'n, 
Seems of its proper uſe bereaven, 
(And whar'tor common-uſe was given, 

Made only for th'ab»ſers ſake) 
VVhat bemane Wit can ſave them from 
A ſad inevitable doows, 
VVho falſe to other men 'become, 

And Pitfalls for themſelves do make ? 


8, 
VVhen firſt; I did converſe with men, 
They were exceeding wicked then ; 
But now ſeem worſe by five in ten : 
For, till 6f late I never heard, 
That ſuch Abominations were, 
So impudendly ated here 
VVithin this Clize, as now they are 
By probable Repores, aver'd. 


| 9, 
If Fuftice executed were, 
If we were what we would appear, 
In thought, irf deed, in word, fincere; © 


 Oppreſſors and ſe/f-ſcekgrs fever ; 


NIL ALT.RA. 


It might be hoped that thoſe few, 
V'Vho to goed prixciplet are 'true, W001 3100 
Might more-({ucceſiefully purſue, « Gre \ 
V Vhat would at laſt,:our 'weal progytg,;* + 
2 8V \ £25 BIS "01D AY0T? 
But whilſt we fee-one crying ſou | 2 Ac2hto 
Brings ev'ry day anotheriin, oi 4001 0! 
Whence new Coruptions vo begin, '- © ©0 » | 
VVhat canthe Righteous hope to d6'y, 441 
But meekly wait on Lon --_- 7 
Her meaſure mckednefs gottpfill)'© | chains 15 
Submirting all thingsed big mils; © 7 20074) 
And adding their Amia;thereto 25 11s >] 
T ''IF.'51152 4750) 19% = 
VVhilt ve each mayyie humour claw, SN 
Turn Grand, Oppreſſions into Law, © Vo 1c! 
Stand gor:of WOD, or #163 ih awe, 
And, Truths, by Vielesceiconfure ; - 
VVe bring but fervel torehat fire, | 
Or breath to blowthe FameHtilh bicher,” 
V Vherein our hopes wiltquite expire; *'*'! 7: 
And Prudence then is yſily mute, © 
HEE. I2, . {67'S 
For when GOD threatens Deſolations, * 
If men turedue. Humiations 
To Triumphs and vain Recrtations; 
V'Vhat can be juſtly then expe&ed ? 
But changing bepes into deſpairs, 
Moe Breackss, inftead of Repairs, 
And that our formal thanks and prayers, ' 
Should be offenfive, and ze jeRed? 


/ 


2 * "NIL ULTRA, 


(11 © DJs 
Oft under Tr«ft is hatched Treaſon, 
VViſe to be thought, is to want Keafor, 
Sincerity j8 ont.of (eaſon ;.' | 
Foundations likewiſe are orethrown: \, 
To ſpeak the Truth is. gow-a Crime ; 
To look for Juſtice 'tis-ne-time; . ' 
(To be a Knyve, the way to clime) »-- 
And þ» almoR full xipe is grown. 


7} CIS 

My wiexeſs, therefote; hividg born, 
(Among men in the haps: Sorlorn) || 
I'le all alone, fit downand\mourn 

For that which cannot prevented. 
My Lot, I'ſe meckly-cake with thoſe, : 
VVhom GOD ſhall anto:that.expoſe,, 
VVhich may befall both-Friends and Foes, 

And therewith wilbremais contented, 


T :- 5s , | 
This now, is all thatican.-be done ;|- 
' Thar therefore Lxeſolving'on, + 
VVill let the world @ while alone, 
And GOD thereiti to yeark his will ? 
He only take that' Amwmmiion, ' 0c) 7 
VVhich gives no juſt cauſe of ſufpicion;; :: *: 
And (without ſeeking-their iperdined) 
Let filcby men be-frlthy Rill; - - 
6 


op. 0 927 
Thus far forth -I haveitro1 the Maze, 
V Vithourt offence t6:any Cauſe, - 
That's juſtif'd by: reghreous Laws y 
But now no further can proceed : 
For.ſo Confuſion here abounds, 
That Good and Ewil it confounds, 


,. 


y »# of + AB. 
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VVhich fruirlg(s Make sboth, pron, dead 
(19s 2 17 T4035 Y | oh 
For they with danceae the bunk | Hut wif 0 
Of Hellit ſelf (and tond}y-think 
They ate ſecure yegayſoghey winkyhanyn: QC #icT 
Their open langericenmdbidego ni\4s) ans 1 
Bur are ſo v4Xt;49; hav me \ka4;n4) 21690 
Their Hyeven borders whon Helkzn>vs 0) , &1 
That for my withing 2 *hthem yells: [| d12v - 18fT 
They with bur little weahiome.: $ M .3ud 
ths F12vS 10 ti * 271 
Perhaps too, as. the'Foxrtd gow gots [4h 
They who my good intgals oppoſe, 
(And are both mine.and-thtix- Ornifded)uh 207 
May ſeek to take, myyifeawayyo 5m 21010 
If they ſo do when tatigdorieyy 10) +l FnA 
I ſhall beyond thewreach be gopk of) 2 von 
And he who glþ Wg.leoksupany o yin) 
V Vill ſuddenly oeegs FOpAFe- lis 
| 24 pin” 2s :y6& 70 
Yer I ſhall make Pom Regpifhs | thaw Br oT 
As may not with their weg&conhlts =» 
], neither by the Swprdyi ot Peft, 2101 C 1cn oval 1 
'Or Famme, wiſyaveng'd-:toibey.! : |, of W 
Or by gugit qlſa,,whinh might debiroy. v 
The Life which heta:they doenjoy;.. | 
(Though they that Merty il-impleyr) wool 
This rather JE Prayer be, os 


Let GOD PIPE... their pride, bas, | 
And all their Plots annihilate, 

Who (hall deſign $49 pragtiſe thaty2 ! ib von 1 
Which may to his dyhonourgrnd; > » HA 


d/ 
Tj 
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Whereby ungodly. men-woritrive ; 
How they another may dtfrive 

Of his jult Freedom, Fah-b1Friewl, tl 

4 2I;” #* wo "_ 4 

This Deprecaton:doth not: reach 

Mens Perſons, or. that Eote-impeach 

Which Chriſtian Veray! d6th reach : 

- For, toavenge themſelver-of Wrong; 
{Fhat giveth liberty'ro-none ;/*. :04 
-But, to do good for evil Yong?) 5 347 ''- 

Required is of -every one, 

To whom a* Sint pA doth belong. 


The Publick:elfars I "pheſhe- 
Before mine. own particular ;* 
AnJ this for eruth'1 may —M0 
Whoever ſhall the ſatne 
My Country, or 'my Soveriign , 
Neither by «2092; or by: ward, \ | 
Or by my Pex, or by my ne : 
To ſelf-ends _ lixve 1 rt Lam 


I have not broke my \Faich rochoſe_ 
Who did a Traft in'me-repoſe, I 
Whether they prov'd my'Proetids or Pars t 
But did with Loyalty ſubmit, 
To do, or. ſuffer under them 
Who exetciſe the Power Suprean, 
Which is at the diſpoſe of. Him, 
Whogiver and rakes, as he ſees fit, GO 


24, 
I never did for Love or Hate, 
AR, or deſign to innovate + 


Let none of thols: etdcaveuts thrive, F " bad. 


'NIL.ELT:KA. 
The Goverment of Charch or State, 

But did my duties ib myplages' i= 
And when I fear'd that for our fig 2! ' 

An Anarchy was creeping in, © 
Endeavor'd, whemiv did begin, . 
Hoy to preſerviethe Common-Peace; + 

LON + bt 

When C:vil Pow'rr were: ſodivided, '* * 
That then both Foals and Wiſe tactifhded 
As Intereſt or Conſcience guided, 

I ſought not to inlarge- che'rent 
But, being called A:d-to bring;) 
To, (and by) them," whoſe counſelling 
Had been Authorizd by the King, 

I, to perform my duty, went, 


Retir'd from Conrrand C:ry then, 
I liv'd among plan Countrymen, 
Employing otherwhile the Pen, 

My private Muſings. to record ; * 
Which, I had moje defireto do, 
Then that which L was calt'd unto, 
Till I was impottuned fo, 

That I at laſt, put on my Sword. 

27, - 

To do my beſt, forth axm'd I came, 
(My Conſcience warranting the ſame) 
And porpos'd nothing worthy blame, 

By unjuſt wvolence, or guile. 
For, in fincericy I thought, 
A courſe we follow'd as we ought, 
Whereby mears might:to paſs be brought, 

Divided Friends to reconcile, 


val 'E 2: .But* 


EA | - avian 310 2, 

ut ſo Linen them.tonag's; T114uk v* 
"Who were.in that Comelt rngag'd, 
And, ſuchill conſequems preizg's; -- * 
That, I my Troop did:fobrtt digband; 
And, hopeloſs:tThould ought:affay 
Succeſsful ina martial War, 

My Sword, av Armi.quiteflung away, 

And cook;my; Pen ag4\n10 fiend. © 

WT PEIIIEONS 
Sch new Adveniwresthis: hegin,, | 
That, I appeared-tp-be then ©: 
Berwixt the Fikyiend Fryingopan:: 

For, ſuch proceedings Ie! Phd 
That, they who with the beſt rezent 
Purſu'd the way in which-they 1 went 
(And ill to neither party meanth;s 

Found leaſt reſpecioncinher hi de. 

",  J@alit's) 
To ſee what was done well or il; 
] had juſt cauſe, againſt mywll; 
To be there, an ey-witneſs Rill,7-' 

Where grand affairs traniſacted) mere. 
As well the Perſonas the Name. ,; 

I knery of molt men, who. by fame 
Were ſaid to menitpraiſe or: blame, 


And who did beft or worſt appear. 


IN 
Self-love, baſe Avarita. and Pride, 
I ſav among themſelves divide ' 
The publick Rights, on either fide 


Their Foes befriendingiout of ſeaſon p\ 


Well-meaning Innocents: deſiroguneps. 


Their pov's to favour Guilt Eemplojivg, 


” 


>» 


ml = Jl © & 


on. I. | 


"_ FW 


"NIL JABT RY 
And often to a :{elf-deftro ng Wenger 
Again their Friendvcommining wh 22 
TRAY :. 
I ſaw both $0MD-and CMorrifended; !i: 
{I Much finding fault, bar luthe mended ; 
Good Life and Prety pretended j1/ \ 5: TK 
But feiv arhoſe words ant: woths were one 2: 
They who moſt quatrell'4 with each heyy? r2n V1 
In evil ſo agreed. together, | 30 
That to repoſe a trultareither,): "4 209 
I found bur little _— hone,” oval 3 4G 


The worſe men. were, hey ſeem” d tbe bones- 

To ſerve their ends, and mach the hireer 

To be intiched atidmadegieater, =! 5 147 01 
Him who did molt indulge cheir fin 1! 

Or, to inflame their /[uſt broughe ferwel P 2110! 

Or, were unto6-their fogg:mott cruel, ': .* 

They kept about them avaiJewel 4 £10: 
And, ſuch, their chief ettcem did mis, 


34- 
Such 25 had--heither Grare:nos wit, 
Such as Job judged men wnfic 
Among his Shepherds Dags'torfir ; 
Ev'n ſuch! s5were, the. other. day, | 
More wogthy' 06 contempt than' thoſe: :: 
Who liv'd: by picking Hrps.and Sloes,”: ;2 
(With ſuch foud as'on Hedges grows) 
VVere honour'd ; yenſew more than oh 
35 03 
Theſe having ſcratche up wealth and power, - 
In Cowrt and City, Town ang Tower, 
Did a& as if oup fatal hour: © r Tia 
 VVere hitter making! an advances 5, !/ 1 3 4:T 
Why E 3 The 


The mean-while meny bere, and abroad; - * 


At hazard. plaid, in-fuch a mode; . 

(At Hide, at Even, and at Odd ) Fo 
As if all things were rul'd by chavce, 1) if bo 

+ 3%. P1006 200M 

Thereby my bazargds greater wee: : ©» +.) 

Than thoſe which-\Ihad:cauſe ro fear, - 

When Yox:inoft. dreadfull did appear.: - It 
For, at what I before: had done, - + Te 

One party only took'offence ; 51099! 71 

But, I have anger'dceyer fince 

«All parties, who have loſt the ſence A: 
Ot what- they ſeem to carry on. Y 

TH 37. 

This made me dipmy Pex in Gall, 

Impartully zeproving all, 

Without regard whar might befall A 
To me, whjlſ juſt things I intended : 1 St 

For, alwayes I - pe ſo Ti 

Their Honour, and their.Profie too, 

With whom my Muſes had to do, V 
That none have cinſe.9s be offended, : 

It nevtheleſs, on me ſo brought T 


Their bate, whoſe welfare T bad ſought, 
That of mine own: they left me fought, M 
Which might my likely want ſupply : A 
No place whereon to reſt my head, F 
No gerfainty of daily bread, 
But in my old age to he fed od B 
And doatbed by pure Charity. : 


C 9, " 
In which ſtrait GOD covided ſo, 
That I yet five: his. work todo, oh 
oT 1 We 


_ 
1405 
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Well pleaſed with m 


phfri 
Yea, more than arr 


For, what's bereaved Was 


- Which did with many ener bet 
And, is not pa&Cinto the tutnher 


vg 


bir 


10n too ys! 
aibey, 


I» 


Of _ which: fnerit be®efteem. Ry 1 


642 1c 


I therefore, GIA + befdly * 
'phanly tell; 


To High and Low td 


* ff 
LW ef! 


(Whether they took it 111: dd well). 
Such-things 44 I thoughtnicedful Werey " 


And oft expuefſed with 
What might eminds me 


Perr, 


Z 21s} 
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6hier they” 
Morte heed to teke, both #9», and +" 


Unto our ſelves we Trans tre ”» 195 


$1 


eivw' 


And time tocome, When Tam dead; 


To tolerate one in my ſtead, 


That may purſuegghat 1 
VVhet God {6 


To do him ſervice in: 


eth; let 
room _ 


be 


| Shall find thee will bez (il wr TY 


And, let the Work he calls me from, 
Thrive better than it 7x2 done. 


My time is almoſt wholly 
And, thinking this may be 


Feld, 


For z Nil Kkra here Fr. plac't, _ 
As having no more now to ſay : 


But if my life God longer 
And (hall my heart anew 


ſpare, 
epare, 


His pleaſure further to declare, 
Ile take this Bewnder-ftone away. 
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IN Here folonetha brief Deſence in An/wer to 
\ private Objections, lately - made agarmſt 
; Jome paſſages in this Author's WWratengs, 


| ' betetofore publiſhed. 
+ Am informed by g00d Friends, that attiotig 
#, thoſe Expreſſions which I though pertinent to 


this Generation, I have here & there interminghed 

1 that which is diftaliful ro many,vho 216 not thete. 

/Y inof my judgment, and that] have thereby 'loR 
Mo their good eſteem. This I find expetfittentally ſ6 
true, that not a few have negleRted/me, "more 4d 

my grief in relation-to them, and for their ſakes 

than for mine own, who am not ignorant how'f 

: 3 might both have ptevented , and may yet repair 
\l'F] that loſs hereafter. Nevertheleſs, whatſoever T 
amor may be thereby expoſed unto, my reſofutis 

3 ons, neither to defert thoſe Principles whereto I 
;T conſcientiouſly adhered, until I am convince# of 


AY error; nor to deceive any man, by ſeeming that * 

'TY which I am not: For, 1 ſo abhor to comply for 
meer oatward'reſpes with any Perſon or Socrery, 

11Y in things which 1 cannot yet believe art agree« 

A able to God's revealed Willang Chriſtian prudence; 

»1Y and ſo far alſo from recantivg what I have con» 
ſcientiouſly profeſſed, though to my perſonal diſk 

14 advantage, tho loſe all my ſeetning friends yet 

A left, (who have not Love enough to be peaceably» 

2 minded toward their Brethren, who are confornt 
able, according to their underftanding,to the whol | 
Will of God revealed in his Watd) that,as 1 wink . - 
veicher of ſiinatly refit or "3 neglelt the yon *s; 


42 An Anſwer 


of better information, ſo I will not recede from the 
Chrift;ian Liberty due to me, and all other men, 
Many ſuppoſe there is no ſalvation, ſave inrhit 
particular Church only, whereof they are members: 
But I do believe ( as to me it ſeems implied in 
Pſal:8 7.) that-the City of GOD extends it ſelf in- 
t6 every part of the Wotla, even into Egypt, Phi. 
liftia, Tyre, Ethiopia, yea and into Babylos alſo ; 
and, that under every outward Form and Diſperſa- 
tion whatſoever, God hath an Elett People,who are 
Citizens of So, though their particular C hurches, 
which are as it Wzre d:ſtintt Wards cf that ſpiritual 
Corporation,may have many blemiſhes, ignorances, 
ercors, and detilements for the preſent. /» mary 
things we err all, They who know Tot, know but 
1n.part ; yea, the «Apoſtles, long time after they 
were choſen by our Saviour, judged not atight of 
his Kingdom, nor were free fig being ambitious 
of a Prilatical Prebersinency, but ſubje& to many 
miſapprehenfions; and ſome of them ſeduced for 
a While, by an Aatichriſtian Perſecuting ſpirit 4, a8 
many perſons in Congregational & National Chur. 
ches have evet fince been, and zealous without 
knowledge, in Practices and Principles tending 
to that Babyloniſh Confuſion, vhich will univerſally 
come to an end ere long, though it hath lately be. 
gun to be re-inforced, Tiue Faith cannot be evi- 
denced without good works; which being imper- 
feR in the bet of men, we have no ſuch certain 
mark whereby unfeigned Diſciples may be known, 
as by their being loving to each other, and chati- 
tably affected roward all men; yea,although they 
are our perſonal enemies: and this wark. of di- 
Maguiſhment Chriſt himſelf hath left us. 


Upon , 
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Upon theſe and ſuch like conſiderations, I have 
been as Wary as pothbly I could,ſo to uſe my Chri- 
ftian Liberty at all times, and in all places, that 1 
might not offznd a weak Bzliever : And, we have 
ſo tnany among us Who diſient from each other, 
that ic makes the performance of that duty very 
difhcultly nodſendre ; and hath pur me to more 
trouble in the flzth, and occafioned more outward 
inconveniences, by infringing my juſt private [i- 
berty, than many of thoſe tufferings pur together, 
which are very grievous to other men, I dare not, 
and do openly prefeſs (tho ſome think it needleſs) 
my belief and judgment, as oft as I ſee juſt occa- 
fion given : yet do I not voluntarily ſeparate my 
ſelf from any Perſons or Congregations, Who are not 
apparantly and maliciouſly wicked in their lives 
or doArines; but ſeparate from their damnable er- 
reurs and fins only, as much as I may ;. yea, my 
Conſcience makes me afraid, 1 may juſtly offend 
by not complying in ſome things [different Civil 
or Divine, which are not repugnant to God's re- 
vealed Word, though net thereby commanded. 
Where 1 know not any weak brother to be then 
preſent, whom I may thereby offend, (and when 
I am thereto inclined for no carnal reſpects) I 
can communicate with any, profeſiing behef in 
C briſt Feſus,ether in Hamiltac10n:,T hanksgrvings, 
Breaking of Bread in commemoration of our $2» 
viours Paſfion, or in Prayer; where nothiug is ſo 
idoletouſly or ſuperRittouſly injoynea or pradti- 
ſed, that it derogztes from the honour of God, 
of is contrary to the Canon of his Word, or may in 
my underſtanding ſeem deſtruQive to true Preryor 


Morality: For all other ſuch deficiencies or ſuper- 
Fa fluities 


or meekpeſs, and I look upon them where ſuch 
be, as 1 do upon mine own failings or performan- 
ces. Whatſoeven, where I come, which.I find to 
be ſo done or ſpoken, that I may abſolutely con- 
form thereunto, vithout offence to God or mine 
g:yn Conſcience,I therein joyn ; and when ought 
18 aQed or ſaid, whereto I cannotfully afſent, I 
lifs up my heart in ſecret prayer to God, beſeech- 
ing. him to vouchſafe pardon to me, and them, 
for what 18 1gnorantly offended in ; and to recti= 
fie both mine and their erroneous underſtand- 
ings, Who are then preſent : which practice of 
mane, if not worthy to be exemplar, 1 bope des 
ſerves, at leaſt a Chatitable- c@gſure, 

Moſt of thequarrellings amongſt Chriſtian Pro. 
feſfſours, are about matters of leſs moment then 
tithing mat, and anx;ſe, and occaficn the negle&t 
of weightier matters, as it will appear, if well 
heeded ; as alſo, that moſt of our ConteRs ſpring 
f:-om ſelf- love, though pretended for God ; and 
tend more to ſatisfe the ambition and covetouſ- 
neſs of men, then to advance his honour or true 
piety, For it is evident,that a ſuperintendency over 
divine Rites, and the Worſhip of God, is unduly 
aflumed by many, ſurreptitiouſly obtained, and 
magilterially uſurped by ſome who had no lawful 
call thereunto; yea, & viciouſly exerciſed (in my 
judgment)by all thoſe who endeavour to campel 
men (otherwiſe then by loving compellations)ei- 
ther to the omiſhon, or to the uſe of this, or that 
Diſcipline or Form of Prayer, 22ainft their Con- 
ſciences. They who think no Oblation's accepted 

| of 


fluities, as we may ſuppoſe to be in the outzvard q 
worſhip of God, do but exerciſe love, bumility, 
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of God, but-thoſe ſet Forms, or extemporary'De- 
votions Which they affeR, are equally guilty of n 
ſuperſitiqpserrour : -For, both the oneand the 
other, May þe compleat or defeRive,wvarrantably 
ot unWarrantebly exhibited, according as they are 
performed, Extempory Prayers ate ſet forms to all 
who hear them, except to the Speakers only; and 
perhaps alſo, to ſome of their knowledges, who 
ſpeak them, -the- greateſt part of thoſe Prayers 
are ſet farms, ang otherivhrtes, in that regard the - 
more acceptable : For,thar form which the Spirce 
of God hath at any time difated, never leaves it 
to be leſs efteRual thewit was at firſt, if it ſhall at 
any other time be offred up on the like occaſton 
by thoſe, who with the ſame devotion, and 2 true 
ſenſe of what is wanting, ſhall faithfully pray for 
itin the ſame words. 

Some have affirmed in my hearing, that by 
declaring my private judgement touching mat- 
ters controverted, I expoſed my ſelf tro more 
ſufferings,then were neceſſarily adventured: yer 
I do not ſo beleive : For all that I have publickly 
afftimed in ſubjeRs of that nature, whereupon 
troubles enſued, was by me intended for Gods 
Glory and the common good, (though turned to 
my perſonal detriment in appearance) and they 
have hitheito brought upon me no miſchief, which 
God hath not converced to my ſpiritual advan- 
tage ; whereas, many of thoſe things, which my 
Cenſurers praQtiſe and profeſs, tave occaſioned 
uncharitable ſeparations, without any benefir to 
themſelves or others ; yea diſturbed their own 
and the publick tranquillity, to the daily enlatg- 
10g of breaches, and co the hazzard of an ant" | 


ſal irreconcileable Diſcord ;. if the probable ez»/ 
conſequents, bz not timely prevented, by an ami- 
. Cable declaring what we are perſwaded in our 
"owa heart, as wefind juſt occaſion ; and by lea- 
vingother:men to the ſame Liberty, until they © 1» 
ſhall be ag conſcienriouſly inclined to believe Re 
otherwiſe : and then perhaps many will ſuſpe& Þ iq 
their own diſcretion as inuch as now they do Þ} fic: 
mine ; and mak it to themſelves queſtionable, 
who required their former atting, or ſufferings,at || 4 
their hands, Ler this bz confidered by all thoſe IF 4c 
5 hm of my open-heartedneſs, to whom this I pre 
all come ; and let my friends be many or few, |} =" 

as God pleaſeth ; for my truſt is in him onely; F , 
his honour is my chief aim ; from him I cannot oi 
conceal what I believe ; and from men(as touch- an 
ing things relating to his Service, and the peace |} 
of his Church) 1 will not ; nor difſemble my be- }} 
lief : as1t ſhould more appear, if it were alwayes, to 
as free for me to publiſh my thoughts, as Ilamto } th 
write them, at this preſent, 
[t is for ſuch reſpe&ts, queſtioned by ſome, af 
What [ am as to Religion ; and of what Society [ di 


profeſs my ſelf to be ? whereto I anſiver, that I » 
profeſs my ſelf a Catholick Chriſtian ; miſtake me } * 
not ; I do not mean a Roman Catholick,which are os 
terms. contradictory to themſelves, being ſouni- w 
ted ; becauſe, the addicion of, Roman to Catho- th 


lick, deftroyes that denomination, I am a member 

- of that Church which is Zniverſal, and of every = 

0 perticular Church in thoſe places where I refide, m 
ſo far forth Gnely (and no further) as itiva ff © 
member of the Church-Catholick,, profeſſing and - 
practiling in purity, the Faith, _—_ 
vſct= 


fe ſome Objeftrons. 47 
Diſcipline thereof, I am nor of Pauls, or Apolis's,on Ce» 
phas,ot any ſociety, bur as they are of Chrift Zeſw,whom 
I defire to know (as Paul ſaid he did) rot only as he was 
in che fleſh,bur ashe is fpirirually to be known alſo;and 
to avoid that cividing into parties, which trom the Apos 
files rime, until chis day, hath rended more'to the nou- 


:iſhin2 of Diſcord, and confirming of Errors, than to edj- - 


fication In Piety and good _ 

| ——_— no Church, —— ro = a 
ons vt Chriſtianity, not wiltulby fling and pratti 
what may be deſtru&ive cherew;chorgh hers be forme 
dcfe&s or corruptions therein. 1 joyn notincloing or ap- 
provin; whit is no” approvable in my nnderftancing, yer 
am as far from a diſaffettionate ſeparation on my part, as 
from ſeparating my iclf from my lelt, or a limb from my 
body, chough painful & loachilom narc me, by awound 
oi {ome difcate : For | ſhall cheriſh ic unr3l ir fo corivprs 
and gangrenes,rhat ir mav deſtroy my whole body; and 
then 1 ſhall w lling:y be1id of ir. In like manner, warring 
in /ove upon God's good pleaſure toward me. and every 
weak member of Chrifts myſtical Body, 1 will erdeavour 
to preſerve my {If and them in unity, an4 leave rhe ana- 
thamizing or judging othersro him ogly, whoſe meme 
bers they are, or pretend to be. 

The Title- of a Carholich Chriftian aforementioned, 1 
affe& nor our of fingu'/arity, buradmir of it by way of 
dillin&ion only,to anſwer their queſtivr.i1:gs, who atk of 
what Religion, or of what Churchilam : And Ifrofeſs an 
abſoluce adherence ro the Catholick Church only,becauſe 


thar onely is infallible, and the Saver) of God upon * 


eaith;wherein his Myſteries are prele: ved in purity and 
wherein 1 may have aſluratice of ſalvation by continu1:g 
therein. I] wave the conti.ing my bcliet or pratice to 
any one-National Cr Congregational Society of Chriſtians, 
not our of a faftjous inclination, or petulent diteſteem of 
any : Bur having a defiie ro be inſtrumental in uniting 
men diflenting in judgment both unro God, and unro 
each other in love, 7 conceive that endeavour would be 
ſuſpeted of partiality, & not ſo effeRizally proſi cured, 
# 1 made my Foie a party with any other Fraternity more 

1 withanother ; ſome of whom ſtrain at aGrat, and 
ſwallow a Camel ; or lo picſume of their i NY 
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: Ke ae” 6 JO 350 he OVETY 
4$ An Anſwer; &(;" | 
char cheyexclude all as Keprobares,. whogiffenr f 
_—_— Dd#rine vr Diſcipline z having alſo 'more- # 
Riot for-thoſe who are zealous in the Opintonswnd F\ 
wralrrits which they a ;(thow!hheld is 
ouſfneſs; for carnal. chan they have for 
are conſciericious Pr ors of the Truth! m. Godlir 
a d Sincetiry, *accordivg ro their meaſure of fair at 
" underſls ; if rhey diſſent from rhem burin's Cx 
chro For ctheſcamd ſack like rc fpetts,] fyſſtoenor Mm 
tabe bound up wic wegatidn, Facaſdireſaid) bi 
ſofar as che Civiftian DBertyyand the exerciſe of Ch 
t3 coward all men may be' preſe: ved : gs alfo the Ped 
end Credir of all Sacitevies' profetting Jefus Chriſt, fo 
forth as3roughres be; for.rhongh he may have (or 
w 7 sgajyſtchemy; (as he had |che- 
yrer-Chauches in 4fia; to whom tc were by St, Fob 
theyaredl in fome degree: Nurſes of Piery and good 
mners:p Anil thouſands have/had,and have in the 
1wittations: wo that wh ch is beſt approvable. Our 
'Nuiſe, and Iiropfeſs wit 


tienel & was-m 
pron nr i Fomthens rſt  diew” noar ſhment 
ſirengrhening me-rowards erernal life 4 thar 1 had 
atfo Braſs, ſome of which ſed me wholſomly, 


ſome to the cndangering/my being poifoved-or ſtarve 
But I hdaye-but ohe or row Mother, which. is the C 
tholich Church afore-menfloned. 49 
+ Thee are other 0bjerons whiſpered; ſome againſtir 
late-pubhſhed Meditations upon the Lords Prayer 5! tori 
againſt my TraQ,enricvied, The Perfecutron-of che Fo 
« among 'Brethxen,.a Manuſcript -nox'yet publiſhed 3 2 
- others, which 7 ſhall by God's affiftance, viogic 
/ / -as-f00n as + haveleiſuregfrom miſapprebenfion: ; an 
| ot ne; char thage are mevy who herer6 
; pr edof ſeverny in chaſe, by whom they x 
f - perſecuted for thejr Conicjences, who would, 
1 they power anſwerable ro their will ) ifmproven 
<7. Perſecution, which is the - Mark, of rhe BEAS 
| -in4beforchead, or in the hand. Bur, having for!} 
"> * ante, added this here, .} will condule for the prefei 
iv he: fo arye G © Dy; rhat his. Pzace Maybe: 
we. dand <ominned among his Sainte Rt aygt» 7 
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